
 
MIT COVID-19 CHALLENGE: India: Turning the Tide. 

It is an online hackathon where we were given a track and had to present an Idea 
on that very track, such that the idea may be developed and be put to actual application. 
 
The first stage was the application stage.  
We had to pen down about ourselves and the problem track that we’d solve. Also, we 
had to give a briefing about our idea.  
Over 3500 teams applied from 74 countries in the world. 
 
Our team was shortlisted. Our track was  Developing new ways to deliver care in a 
COVID-19 and post COVID-19 world 
 
The next phase was the pitching phase where we had to pitch our problem statement 
and the kind of technology we would use. 
 
The following 36 hours, we spent in developing and presenting our idea. 4 of us were 
developing the idea, while the 2 of us were preparing for the presentation. We had to 
present the entire idea along with all the plans in a span of 3 minutes. 
 
The final round had 1500 participation and presented the ideas in front of various 
benches. Finally, after all, 8 teams were shortlisted for the final presentation and we 
were lucky to be one of them. 
 
The whole development phase was assisted by various mentors from around the world, 
Harvard professors, MIT professors and alumni, scientists, and many more.  
 
We focussed on the availability of ambulances and hospital beds in the hospitals. We 
devised a technique that could save people’s lives by providing them medical care at 
right time. 
 



The final presentation was through a  Zoom call. Though our idea was widely accepted 
and appreciated, we had not made a working model and had no marketing plans, which 
became a hindrance for the team to be among the 4 winners. 
 
We feel proud to be among the top 8 teams in the world and were representing NIT 
Silchar. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our team: 
 
Nihar Jyoti Basisth, Computer Science and Engineering, NIT Silchar 
 
Partha Pratim Choudhry, Electronics and Communication, NIT Silchar 
 
Palash Pratim Deka,   Computer Science and Engineering, NIT Silchar 
 
Himangshu Baruah, Electronics and Instrumentation engineering, NIT Silchar 
 
Bikash Bhuyan, Civil Engineering, IIT BHU 
 
Dipankar Dutta, Electronics and Electrical Engineering, NIT Warangal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



We would like to thank our mentors: 
 
Dr Wasim Arif  (NIT Silchar) 
Dr Bharat Gera (Doctor, Bengaluru) 
Dr Hanan Mohammed (Scientist, Dubai, UAE) 
Dr Mario Chong (Mexico College) 
Dario Zorich (MIT) 
Jyothi Shrilok (IIT M) 
Praveen Kumar Neelappa (Senior Data Scientist, Wipro, NIT alumni) 
Freddy Nguyen (MIT) 
Aditi Shankar (MIT) 
 

 Us Presenting the Idea in the final Round 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Team 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nihar Jyoti Basisth             Partha Pratim Choudhry 
      NIT Silchar      NIT Silchar 
Computer Science      Electronics And Communication 
Machine Learning/AI Web Development 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
     Himangshu Baruah                      Bikash Bhuyan                  Dipankar Dutta 
          NIT Silchar            IIT BHU          NIT Warangal 
 Electronics & Instrumentation      Civil Engineering      Electrical & Electronics 
           Web Design                                      Android/ Web UI              Android/iOS 
 
 

 
 
   Palash Pratim Deka         Mrinal Sarma 
      NIT Silchar NIT Silchar 
 Computer Science             Electronics & Instrumentation  
      Android/iOS             Graphics and UI 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 


